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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment/Arguments 

1 . The applicant's amendments have overcome previous 101 and 112 rejections. 
The applicant's claims now have an active step involving contacting the composition 
with a surface. 

2. The applicant's amendments have overcome rejections based on '469 Dingus, 
'296 Gauchon, and '897 Grawe. 

3. Concerning the '200 Fournel reference, the examiner does not agree with the 
argument that viscosing agent are in some way different from gelling agents. The 
examiner argues these two term are in fact synonymous. Both a viscosing agent and a 
gelling agent will act to increase the viscosity of the composition and would inherently 
provide the same action upon the foam. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 1 -1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Fournel 
et al (US 6,561,200). 

Concerning the gelling agent and the glucoside, Fournel, Bruno teaches the following: 
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In a further example, the liquid phase of a foam, for example a decontamination foam, 
which may be used according to the invention, may be made up of an aqueous solution 
containing: 3 to 6 mol.1 .sup.-1 sulphuric acid, 0.1 to 1% by weight of a viscosing 
compound, 0.2 to 0.5% by weight of betaine, 0.3 to 1 % by weight of an 
oligosaccharide alkyl ether, and optionally, 0.2 to 1% by weight of a destabilising 
agent. 

Concerning the hydrochloric acid, decontamination, foam, and oxalic acid, Fournel, 
Bruno teaches the following: 

In the liquid phase of the foam, the decontamination reagent may be made up of 
reagents routinely used in wet process decontamination methods. If the objects to be 
decontaminated are in metal, particular use is made of reagents made up of inorganic 
or organic acids or bases. As an example of acid reagents, mention may be made of 
hydrochloric acid, nitric acid, sulphuric acid and phosphoric acid which may be 
used alone or in combination. It is also possible to use organic reagents such as citric or 
oxalic acids. 



7. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
D'Muhala et al (US 5,817,186). 
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Concerning the foam, and gelling agent, Muhala, Thomas F. teaches the following: 

The method of the invention also may include applying an inorganic scale removing 
compound to the surface so as to remove inorganic scale that may be present on the 
surface. The inorganic scale removing compound may be applied by any suitable 
means known to the skilled artisan. For example, such compounds could be applied to 
the surface in a dip tank with or without agitation; sprayed onto the surface at low to 
high pressures such as 30 to 250 psi; foamed onto a surface using a foaming additive; 
and gelled onto the surface using an appropriate gelling agent. 

Concerning the decontamination, Muhala, Thomas F. teaches the following: 

The present invention also provides a method of decontaminating a surface. 
Specifically, the method comprises providing a metal surface having the organic 
contaminant, and contacting the metal surface with a composition which comprises 30 
to 70 percent by weight of a terpene-based component, 1 to 15 percent by weight of an 
amide, 1 to 20 percent by weight of a surfactant, and 5 to 50 percent by weight of an 
alpha olefin sulfonate or alkoxy sulfate so as to decontaminate the surface. In a 
preferred embodiment, the method further comprises separating the composition from 
the contaminant such that the composition is re-usable. 



Concerning the oxalic acid, Muhala, Thomas F. teaches the following: 
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8. The method according to claim 7 wherein the inorganic scale removing compound is 
selected from the group consisting of ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid, citric acid, oxalic 
acid, a hydrazide, and mixtures thereof. 



8. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schenker (US 5,093,073). 

Concerning the foam and the gelling agent, Schenker, Erhard teaches the following: 

To enable the quantity of the particular solution required to be minimized, it is expedient 
to squirt or to spray it during the first treatment step and, if appropriate, also during the 
second treatment step onto the surface layers which are to be treated. It is also possible 
to apply the solution as a foam or thixotropic phase to the surfaces which are to be 
treated. Finally, a thickener can also be added to the solution which can then be 
applied as a coating directly to the surface layers which are to be treated. 

Concerning the decontamination, and oxalic acid, Schenker, Erhard teaches the 
following: 
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The second treatment step can be of a chemical or physical nature. It has been found 
that the surface layers modified in the first treatment step, for example those of carbon 
steels, stainless chromium steels, nickel alloys and other materials usual in reactor 
construction, can be removed solely by mechanical and/or hydraulic action, for example 
by means of a high-pressure water jet, or chemically dissolved, in order to achieve 
complete decontamination. The chemical dissolution of the surface layers can be 
carried out with highly diluted solutions of organic acids, for example oxalic acid, citric 
acid or ascorbic acid, at usual room temperature, it also being possible in addition to 
add complexing agents and corrosion inhibitors to the solutions. 



Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory E. Webb whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1325. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-17:30 (m-f). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon can be reached on 571-272-1498. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Gregory E. Webb/ Gregory E. Webb 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1796 Primary Examiner 
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